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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 28, 2022  
 
 
 

New Signs of Hope 

Ohio's COVID-19 hospitalizations have declined for 

two straight weeks, suggesting the worst of the 

Omicron variant surge could soon be behind us. 

Across Ohio, cases fell in 83 counties this week.  

New cases in Cuyahoga County dropped by more 

than 50-percent from 10,493 to 4,157. However, our 

hospitals are still strained by high demand, and that trend is likely to continue for a few 

more weeks. 

 
 
2022 Strategic Planning Meeting 
I want to thank Vice Mayor Dave Grendel for conducting a very productive 2022 

Strategic Planning Meeting last Saturday, Jan. 22.  

The members of Council, Finance Director Blaze and I were able to present our 

assessment of the opportunities and challenges the City must navigate as we emerge 

into the next normal.    

There were many similar priorities among the group, i.e., enhanced public safety, a new 

primary school, updating the Civic Center, affordable housing, and downtown 

development.  

Each of us brings a distinct perspective, background, and set of skills and strengths to 

the City and the community benefits from having a diverse leadership team. We may not 

agree on everything, but I believe that differences can spark innovation and help us all 

make better decisions.  
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Weekly Finance Report  

Interest rates and the Federal Reserve have been in the 

news quite a bit lately due to the Fed communicating 

that it is preparing to raise short-term interest rates.  

Finance Director Vern Blaze reports on the City’s 

policy decision to lessen its interest rate risk in his 

Weekly Update for January 28, 2022 

 

 

Property Tax Deadline Extended  

Cuyahoga County property owners have until Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022, to 

pay their tax bills. The original January deadline was extended due to delays 

in mailing out the property tax bills.   

Property owners can find out how much they owe by going online to the treasurer’s 

website, or by calling or emailing the Treasurer’s Office directly at 216,443,7420 

or treascomment@cuyahogacounty.us. 

 

 

 

Hearty Thanks 

I want to thank Hospitality Restaurant Group for their 

generous $1,000 donation to the South Hills Lend-A-Hand 

Food Pantry.  

For many years, the City of Independence has supported 

Lend-A-Hand which serves residents in Independence, Seven 

Hills, and Broadview Heights. Throughout the year the City hosts food drives at various 

community events. Last November, the Fire Department’s annual Stuff the Ambulance 

food drive set a record collecting 2,240 pounds of food and almost $1,000 in cash for 

Lend-A-Hand.  

The Lend-A-Hand volunteers have been distributing food to families in need for more 

than 30 years. Thank you, Hospitality Restaurant Group, for supporting this 

outstanding organization and our community.  

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
https://treasurer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/view-pay-tax-bill.aspx
https://treasurer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/view-pay-tax-bill.aspx
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Dog License Deadline 

Dog owners in Cuyahoga County have until Monday, Jan. 

31 to renew dog licenses or get a new one.  

A one-year license is $20. A three-year license is $60, and 

a permanent license with no expiration date is $200.  

If you miss the Jan. 31 deadline, the cost doubles to $40.  

Having a license for your dog isn’t only a law, but it’s also a lost dog's ticket home!  
Attaching the license number to the collar makes it easy for the owner to be found. 
Cuyahoga County shares the license information with local dog wardens and the 
Animal Protective League. 

More information is available on the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer Dog License site. 
Proceeds help pay for the county’s animal shelter and code-enforcement personnel. 

 

 

Severe Weather Preparedness 

A major winter storm with possible blizzard and 

hurricane-force winds is poised to rock the Northeast 

and coastal Mid-Atlantic this weekend.  The 

intensifying storm increases the risk of downed trees 

and electrical outages.   

Forecasters don’t expect the storm system to impact 

Ohio, but it serves as a reminder for everyone to have 

a preparedness plan in place to stay safe.  Here are a few recommendations:     

• In the event you lose power or heat, take shelter with family or friend with who 

you’ve discussed your preparedness plan.  

• For older adults and those with a chronic medical condition, exposure to cold can 

quickly cause hypothermia. It is a potentially life-threatening condition that can 

occur when the body gets cold and loses heat faster than the body can make it. 

• In an emergency, the Civic Center is available as a temporary warming center for 

residents.  

• Consider installing a portable generator to use in case of an emergency. 

• If you have a fireplace, make sure you have a sufficient supply of firewood.  

 

 

https://fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/Dog-License.aspx
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Time for Us 

Children learned about the earth’s polar regions and positive and negative magnetic 

fields during this weeks’ Time for Us program. 

Science is always more fun for children (and adults) when complex issues can be 

explained by conducting inter-active experiments. The children also made lava (lamps) 

to learn about the underwater volcanoes at the poles. 

Other activities included a polar animal art project, making instant snow, scarves to stay 

warm, and learning how polar animals stay warm.  

Appropriately the program concluded with a pom-pom snowball fight and ice-cold snow 

cones! 
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Mark Your Calendar  

The City’s first Community Craft Fair is just two weeks 

away on Saturday, February 5 from 10 AM to 3 PM 

at the Civic Center. Admission is free! 

If you are looking for a Valentine gift for someone special 

or just want to buy art, leaded glass, hand-made soaps, 

specialty coffee, tea and cocoa, or decorations for your 

home, this is the place to be.  

Community Services has created a Facebook event that includes a list of all the vendors 

who have signed up to take part (thus far). Check it out here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly 

Updates, please ask them to email their name to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/477262677252391?ref=newsfeed
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/477262677252391?ref=newsfeed

